THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


For  the  Year- 1895. 


Presented  to  the  Health  Committee  February  3rd,  1896. 


I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

I  have  estimated  the  population  at  25,500,  and  in  the  tables  appended 
will  be  found  full  statistics  not  only  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  all  the 
district,  but  also  statistics  of  births  and  deaths  and  the  extent  of  disease  and 
mortality  in  each  of  the  wards. 

Births. — Of  the  720  births  registered  386  were  males,  and  334  were 
females.  These  figures  give  a  birth  rate  of  28’2  per  1000,  against  a  rate 
of  31  per  1000  for  1894,  and  29^5  for  1893. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  was  496  ;  of  these  261  were  males, 
and  235  were  females.  This  mortality  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of 
i9’4  per  1000,  which,  although  comparing  very  unfavourably  with  the 
very  low  rate  last  year,  namely,  16  per  1000,  is  not  higher  than  the 
average  of  previous  years,  and  cannot  be  considered  unsatisfactory  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  density  of  the  population,  and  the  nature  of 
their  occupations.  I  may  add  also  that,  although  I  have  not  an  exact 
statement  of  the  population  of  each  ward,  I  have  made  an  approximate 
calculation  of  such  population  from  the  number  of  inhabited  houses,  and 
I  am  able  to  state  that  during  the  past  year,  the  mortality  per  1000  has 
not  differ  d  very  materially  in  any  of  the  Wards,  that  of  Radcliffe  Hall 
Ward  only  being  slightly  lower  than  the  rest. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  numbered  241,  and  of  these  160  were  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
Infantile  Mortality  is  usually  measured  in  terms  of  the  number  of  deaths 
under  one  year  per  1000  births.  Measured  in  this  way  the  rate  in  Radcliffe 
for  1895 's  222  Pfcr  1000,  which  is  the  highest  I  have  ever  known,  is 
remarkably  higher  than  that  for  1894,  namely  152  per  1000,  and  is  very 
much  above  the  average  of  other  Lancashire  manufacturing  towns. 

The  Natural  increase  for  the  year  is  224. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases  was  no  fewer  than  83,  as  compared  with  22  in 


1894.  a  mortality  equal  to  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  3-2  per  1000,  compared 
with  o-9  per  1000  for  1894,  and  4  per  1000  for  1893.  The  large  increase 
in  the  zymotic  mortality  was  due  slightly  to  an  increase  in  the  deaths  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  but  chiefly  to  an  epidemic  of  Diarrhoea  during  the  summer, 
which  caused  31  deaths,  of  which  no  fewer  than  47  were  in  infants  under 
five. 

Small-pox. — During  the  year  I  am  thankful  to  recoid  that  there 
has  been  no  case  of  small  pox  in  the  district,  more  especially  as  at  present 
we  are  quite  helpless  to  cope  with  any  sudden  outbreak  of  this  disease,  if 
such  should  occur,  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  hospital  accommodation 
for  small-pox  patients,  except  a  temporary  arrangement  with  Bolton  to 
take  our  cases  as  long  as  there  was  room  in  their  hospital,  and  I  respect, 
fully  desire  to  urge  upon  the  Council  that  in  my  opinion  the  provision  ot 
such  hospital  accommodation  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  other 
authorities  is  one  of  the  most  urgent  matters  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Health  Committee. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  last  three  years  Scarlet  Fever  has  been 
very  prevalent.  Thus  in  1893  there  were  170  cases  and  eight  deaths,  in 
1894,  136  cases  and  six  deaths.  In  1895  a  few  cases  were  notified  each 
month  up  to  August,  when  a  widespread  epidemic  set  in  and  prevailed 
during  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  wards  chiefly  affected  by  the  epidemic 
were,  firstly,  Radcliffe  Bridge  Ward,  secondly  Black  Lane  Ward,  and 
lastly  Stand  Lane  Ward.  So  far  Radcliffe  Hall  Ward  has  almost  escaped. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  ward  is  as  follows 


i89S- 

Radcliffe  Hall .  32 

Black  Lane .  135 

Radcliffe  Bridge  .  197 

Stand  Lane .  122 


486 

Of  these  486  cases  15  were  fatal,  giving  a  mortality  of  3  per  cent,  so  that 
as  in  the  two  previous  years  the  disease  was  of  a  very  mild  type.  During 
this  epidemic  all  pupils  from  houses  where  this  disease  existed  have  been 
kept  away  from  school,  but  there  has  not  been  at  any  time 
such  a  preponderance  of  cases  from  any  particular  school  as 
to  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  closing  of  such  school  would  be 
beneficial  in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  disease.  We  also  have 
no  hospital  accommodation  for  Scarlet  Fever,  so  that  we  have  no 
opportunity  of  attempting  to  stifle  an  epidemic  by  prompt  isolation  of  the 
very  earliest  cases,  but  in  my  opinion  even  more  important  in  our  district, 


we  have  no  disinfecting  apparatus  where  clothing  and  bedding  could  he 
thoroughly  purified  instead  of  remaining  a  focus  for  infection  for  months 
after  the  primary  attack  has  passed  away.  I  regret  to  state  also  that  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  and  remonstrances  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself,  mothers  with  young  families  of  their  own  cannot  be  dissuaded 
from  visiting  infected  houses,  with  the  inevitable  result  of  carrying  the 
disease  to  their  own  homes,  and  doing  much  to  render  useless  all  the 
efforts  made  by  your  Committee  to  help  to  eradicate  infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria.— Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  with  two 
deaths,  and  two  cases  of  Memhraneous  Croup,  which  is  by  many 
considered  to  be  diphtheria  of  the  wind  pipe  were  notified,  and  both  were 
fatal.  No  special  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  to  which  these  cases  of 
diphtheria  might  be  attributed,  nor,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Scarlet  Fever, 
could  any  blame  be  attached  to  the  milk  or  water  supply. 

Typhoid  and  Continued  Fevers. —  Thirty  Eight  cases  of  Typhoid 
and  t\v  o  of  Continued  Fever  were  notified.  There  were  six  deaths  from 
Typhoid  and  one  from  Continued  Fever,  giving  a  mortality  of  15  per 
cent.  None  of  these  cases  were  traced  to  an  impure  water  or  milk 
supply,  but  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  infection  of  Typhoid  is  chiefly 
conveyed  by  the  excreta  of  the  patient,  I  suggested  last  year  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  provide  special  pails  for  Typhoid  excreta,  which 
could  be  taken  away  very  frequently  and  the  contents  destroyed.  This 
plan  has  been  adopted  with  success,  and  will  be  I  believe  when  carried  out 
a  very  efficacious  means  of  preventing  any  recrudescence  of  the  disease. 

Whooping  Cough. — Seven  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease, 
as  compared  with  one  death  in  1894. 

Diarrhoea.  Diarrhoea  was  extensively  prevalent  during  the  summer 
and  caused  51  deaths,  compared  with  11  in  1894  and  31  in  1893,  and  of 
these  no  fewer  than  47  were  children  under  five  years.  One  death  of  an 
adult  was  registered  from  Acute  Diarrhoea  or  English  Cholera. 

Phthisis.  I  he  death  rate  from  Phthisis  was  0^9  per  1000;  and  that 
from  diseases  of  the  chest  (Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy),  4-4  per 
1000,  as  compared  with  i-25  and  4  per  1000  respectively  in  1894.  As  I 
remarked  in  my  last  annual  report,  one  fourth  of  the  total  mortality  has 
been  again  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

Water.— The  water  supply  has  been  as  a  rule  fairly  clean  during  the 
year,  though  at  times  samples  have  been  shewn  me  which  were  certainly 
unfit  for  drinking  without  boiling  or  filtering,  but  complaints  on  these 
points  have  not  been  so  numerous  as  in  former  years. 

Scavenging.— The  emptying  of  the  ashpits  is  now  performed  almost 
entirely  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  your  Inspector  uses  all  his  effort# 
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to  make  this  system  of  scavenging  as  little  objectionable  as  may  be,  blit 
personally  I  should  be  glad  now  that  the  Sewage  Works  are  completed 
and  in  full  work,  to  encourage  property  owners  to  adopt  some  form  of 
water  closet  where  the  slopwater  is  used  for  the  purpose,  and  reserve  the 
pits  for  dry  ashes  only,  and  so  gradually  lessen  the  number  of  ashpits  in 
the  district.  I  should  also  deem  it  a  great  sanitary  improvement  if  some 
plan  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  otherwise  than  depositing  it  on  tips  could 
be  adopted,  as  such  tips  may  easily  become  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to 
health,  more  especially  if  they  be  so  situated  that  there  is  any  chance  of 
the  sites  being  afterwards  selected  for  building  purposes. 

Mr.  Pearson  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  information 
as  to  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  his  department. 

During  the  year  11,150  ashpits  have  been  emptied,  belonging  to 
26,363  houses. 

The  following  nuisances  have  been  abated,  namely  :  — 


Ashpits  covered  .  41 

do.  Puddled .  58 

New  Privies .  35 

New  Ashpits  . 22 

Drains  re-laid  .  2 a 


Slopstone  Pipes  renewed .  8 

Made  good  two  Cesspools  at  Farms  .  2 

Nuisance  from  Sewer .  1 

Total  .  191 

Ten  Cellar  Dwellings  have  been  closed  ;  Eight  Houses  have  been 
Disinfected  ;  the  Market  has  been  regularly  inspected  both  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  Nights. 

Smoke. — Seventy-five  observations  have  been  made. 

Farms. — There  are  40  farms  in  Radcliffe  ;  these  have  all  been 
inspected,  and  the  Shippons  kept  clean  and  limewashed,  and  the  drains 
in  good  order. 

Canal  Boats. — The  Canal  bank  has  been  visited  67  times  and  155 
inspections  made.  All  the  boats  were  registered,  and  their  cabins  clean 
and  well  ventilated. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. — Sixty-one  Workshops  have 
been  visited ;  six  required  limewashing.  The  number  of  persons  thus 
employed  is  278. 

Slaughter  Houses.— Sixteen  Slaughter  Houses  and  Seven  Bake 
Houses  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  duly  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed. 


' 


Six  Tripe  Boilers’  Works  have  been  visited  and  limewashed. 

The  One  Lodging  House  has  been  limewashed  and  kept  clean. 

No  Food  unfit  for  Consumption  has  been  seized. 

I  have  to  thank  your  Committee  for  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  has  enabled  us  to  keep  ourselves  more 
readily  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  district  and  has  helped 
us,  I  believe,  to  accomplish  some  good  sanitary  work  during  the  year. 

I  have  in  the  body  of  my  report  made  such  suggestions  as  seem  most 
pressing  for  the  improvement  of  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  our 
town  and  in  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown  to  me  at  all  times  in 
the  performance  of  my  duties. 


' 
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LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1895  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Radcliffe,  classified  according 

to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Wakd 

Radcliffe  Hall 

Ward. 
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LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness, 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year 
1895,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Radcliffe ;  classified  according  to 
Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

(B.) 


Population  at  all 
ages. 

Registered  Births. 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality, 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 
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